statistics, to substantiate their arguments. Occasionally there is even mention of some remaining difficulties which women in the GDR still encounter. Questions are raised whether women make use of all offered possibilities to further their professional and political development, whether they fulfill their obligations toward their children and families, and, though criteria such as personal happiness and individual fulfillment are never mentioned, women's health is discussed attentively. E. g.: In 1975 maternal mortality per 10,000 births was 2.3 in the GDR, 4.0 in the FRG.
Infant mortality, per 1000 births, 15.9 in the GDR, 19.6 in the FRG.
Comparisons with the US are not given. The lower infant and meternal mortality rates are even more interesting when we realize that in the GDR 87% of the women work outside their homes, in the FRG barely 40%. Despite the tremendous strides GDR women have made in their socio-economic standing, the change of roles within the family structure is difficult to assess, because the re-orientation of roles is a psychological rather than socio-political phenomenon, often resisted by a large segment of the male population, even when lip-service is paid to it. Irmgard Morgner's statement (also made in 1975) in Leben und Abenteuer der Trobadora Beatriz that "... it is never pleasurable for a ruling cast to lose their privileges and difficult to give them up voluntarily," seems to hold true also for a considerable number of GDR men in the seventies. But then, in another thirty yearsthe book covers the p; st thirty yearsanother generation will have grown up, and sex prejudices in the GDR may have been overcome. One is inclined to believe so, particularly when reading the chapters on marriage, family, health-care, and the counseling done in these areas. ^erhaps it would be a bold gesture, but I would .:it consider it entirely inappropriate to send a translated version of the book to the various departmental heads of our own Department of HEW.
They might be enlightened.
Lisa Kahn
Texas Southern University ******** ". . . der Kurs auf die Realität:" Das epische Werk von Anna Seghers (1935 Seghers ( -1943 To attempt a survey of the development of the German Democratic Republic for the Englishreading public is a difficult task. Along with the natural compexity of the subject, the author must overcome the twin barriers of ignorance and prejudice which cloud an objective understanding of the GDR. Nevertheless, Jonathan Steele has succeeded in producing a critical yet sympathetic critique which is both scholarly and highly readable. In addition to drawing upon the available printed sources, Steele has interviewed numerous significant figures from the GDR such as Robert Havemann, Stefan Heym and Jürgen Kuczynski to cite only a few. This latter research supplies this work with both colorful anecdotes and * seful political insights which greatly enhance its value. The author's investigation is broact in scope, covering historical background, cultural life, ideology and current trends. Of course, such a sweeping introductory volume leaves many topics discussed only superficially. Thus, the question of the nature of the GDR state in treated with a resulting lack of clarity. The author takes issue with those theorists who view the GDR as "State-capitalist" or in some other way governed by a new class. Yet, he fails to fully deveSop his own position giving the reader many apparently contradictory assertions. For example, Steele states that to "talk of a 'new class' is wrong. Decisionmaking, it is true, is in t e hands of a rel;tively small elite. But the elite is not closed." (147) Since no attempt is made to settle this issue beyond placing the GDR within the German socialist tradition, statements such as these are all the more vaque. Any such flaws, however, should be placed within the context of a project aiming at a factual narrative rather than a theoretical discourse. It is a virtue that Steele does not become lost in a forest of ideological rhetoric which would have rendered his book unintelligible to all but a few. While it is unfortunate that so many vital and interesting aspects of GDR political life are left outside any coherent political framework, this in no way detracts from this book's overall worth. This volume is to be highly recommended to all who wish to learn more about the GDR. 
